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Alton Yates and Deloris Quaranta were Grand Marshals in the Jacksonville Veterans' Day Parade.

President's Message
It is my pleasure to offer Holiday
Greetings and to let you all know
how far we have come since our
Society beginning in 2019. With
the induction or the class of 2021
in March of 2022, we will have
121 members of the Society – 94
of whom are still with us.

The programs our Board have
developed are detailed in this
newsletter. I am proudest,
however, of the fact that we have
been able to offer two worthy
and needy veterans attending
Florida State University $1,000
scholarships this year.
We are expanding this initiative
to other Florida Universities
soon. Continued on next page...
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The FSU program is in part possible because we have
a great Tallahassee volunteer selection committee but
more importantly, a board member in the Tampa area
who was able to secure a private sector $15,000 grant
from an enthusiastic donor.
We need more of these contributions to keep this
and other programs viable. So, I urge each of you –
you who have been successful enough to achieve
status as a member of the Florida Veterans’ Hall of
Fame - to do what you can to help us in this and other
fund-raising endeavors. We need big and small
contributions! We have one member, who while not a
wealthy individual, has dug deep and provides the
Society a monthly $50 check. We sincerely appreciate
his effort and the efforts of other members who have
given larger cash donations. These donations are
critical to the future of our organization. It is becoming
apparent that we need to hire a staff member to pick
up the administrative load that volunteer Board
members have been carrying, and, that will require
additional funding.
Our Mission as a Society, to bring the Hall of Fame
membership closer, help our fellow veterans and to
fulfill our unwritten financial commitment to the
Florida Veterans Foundation. Since the beginning of
the Hall, the FVF has carried the total financial burden.
They bought the medals, the Capitol wall plaque, paid
for the Council expenses etc. The Society is now able
to finance a large portion of those costs, but we can’t
continue without your help in this endeavor.
If you have not given to the Society, I encourage you
to do that in whatever amount you are able --Thank
you and have a wonderful Holiday Season.
“Still Serving”
Bruce
Colonel Bruce J. Host, USAF Retired
President/Founder

Big Bend Honor Guard receiving awards.

Niceville, Florida Awards
Three Society members, David Rose, Tom Rice and
Chuck Merkel participated in a Vietnam War event to
speak and award the Vietnam War 50th
Commemoration lapel pins to about 50 Vietnam War
Veterans around Memorial Day this year in Niceville,
Florida. This was an inaugural event and it was very
successful and well attended.

Honor Guard Recognized

Ascending To Greatness Book

The Big Bend Honor Guard received Volunteer Service
Awards from the Society for their hours served. There
were Bronze, Silver and Gold awards given to the
worthy recipients based on their hours of volunteer
service. Society member John Folsom's hosted the
group.

David Rose is compiling a second book for the Society
titled "Ascending To Greatness" and you have an
opportunity to contribute. The theme of the book is
about life tips from successful individuals when wish
to share their formulas of success to young people
and others who strive to improve their lives.
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You can key up your contribution and email it to me
secretary@fvhofsociety.org or you can call me
423.364.9999, I will record your contribution and
transcribe it into text. Your picture from the Society
website will appear on your contribution page.

The Society has contracted with a Tallahassee awards
business to have all of our plaques made the same
design from the same place. Your only job is to raise
the funds to make the plaque. The plaque is not
expensive. The price variable is the number of
characters printed on the name plates.
David Rose will submit the information for your
plaque, you make payment and the plaque will be
shipped to you. The Society can assist with a press
release for an unveiling ceremony.
The plaque will include a QR Code so that visitors to
the plaque can scan the code to read the bios of
each of the members on the plaque.

Plaques and Road Signs
The Society has rolled out an additional vehicle of
recognition for all Society members. We have
developed a project to place a plaque on the wall of
City Halls or County Halls in the Florida counties of the
residents of the Society members. To date, we have
plaques approved for Tallahassee, Jacksonville,
Daytona Beach and counties around the Tampa Bay
area.. Your county could be next.
In every instance, a Society member has taken their
own initiative to contact their county to seek
permission to place a Fall of Fame plaque in the
county or city building.100% of inquiries have been
successful.
You do not have to arrange to have the plaques made.

This is the Tallahassee plaque.
All other plaques will be smaller than this.
As the Society grows each year,
more name plates can be easily added.
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Additionally, the Society is interested is starting a road
sign project. At the county line of each Hall of Fame
county, a road sign would be placed under the county
marker sign that would state, "This is a Florida
Veterans' Hall of Fame County". Our website URL
would be on the sign. One of our Society members is
a road sign manufacturer and printer. He is willing to
assist with this project. If any of you have any
connections in the area of DOT or local county roads,
please contact David Rose. secretary@fvhofsociety.org
or 423.364.9999

Society Merchandise
The Society is offering merchandise to the members.
Visit the Merchandise page on our website to make
your purchase. Here you will find a window sticker, car
plates, blazer patch and a challenge coin. Go here:
fvhofsociety.org/merchandise.html

The Vietnam War Veterans may enter free of charge.
Please go here to sign up to attend.
https://heroeshonorfestival.com
David Rose is on the planning committee for this
event. He is presenting the lapel pins. David is trying
to arrange to have all of the members of the Hall of
Fame on the stage at the same time to introduce the
members. Also, plans are being made to feature the
members of the Hall of Fame in the parade. Please
mark the date of this event. You will want to be there.

Society logo window sticker

If you have not already don so, please pull together
your Navy blue blazer and Society patch for this event.

Heroes Honor Festival

Society Contacts

Mark your calendars for Memorial Day weekend 2022.
Heroes Honor Festival is coming to the Daytona
International Speedway May 27 and 28, 2022.

Bruce Host - President/Founder
president@fvhofsociety.org - 850.556.4333

This is a celebration of the Vietnam War Veterans for
their return home. The event will include big name
music performers, a parade, speakers and other
features. The Society will be awarding Vietnam War
50th Commemoration lapel pins.

David Rose - Secretary
secretary@fvhofsociety.org - 423.364.9999
Society Website: fvhofsociety.org
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Jax Members Recognized

Tom Rice Receives Awards

Our Jacksonville Society members had the opportunity
to take the field during the NFL Jaguars game around
Veterans Day on November 28, 2021 to be introduced
and recognized as Hall of Fame inductees in Jax.
In the Jacksonville City Hall building, each of our 9
Jacksonville Society members were honored with a
board that included their picture and their bio.
Pictured are Herlena Washington and Michelle Poitier.

Tom Rice, Vice President of the Society received the
Silver Presidential Volunteer Service Award from
President Donald Trump. Pictured is David Rose
presenting the award to Tom in his personal military
museum in his Magnolia Grill in Fort Walton Beach.
Herlena Washington

Tom was also awarded the Bruce Host Society
Presidents Award this year for his ongoing
contributions to the Society and his local community.
You can read Tom's citations on our website here:
https://www.fvhofsociety.org/presidential-awards.html
If you have not already done so, you can still purchase
the Society book "Still Serving". It makes a meaningful
gift and an heirloom keepsake for your family.
https://www.fvhofsociety.org/still-serving-book.html

Michelle Poitier

