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 Félix Enrique Ocasio, Brigadier General, Retired (USA) 
Urb. Borinquen Gardens 

1938 Calle Manuel Samaniego  
San Juan, P. R. 00926-6333 

Email: bgenfeocasio@gmail.com  
Tel 787-720-1750 Cel. 787-487-2139 

 
16 May 2016 
 
 
 TO:  Florida Governor Rick Scott 
        Florida Cabinet 
CC: - FVHOF Program 
        Manager- FVHOF@FDVA.State.FL.US; COL Curt Ebitz: curt247@tampabay.rr.com) 
RE: Letter of Endorsement-Dennis Freytes (Nominee)-FL Veterans Hall of Fame 
It is my honor to endorse the Nomination of Dennis O. Freytes (Nominee) for induction in the FL 
Humanity. (Please, see enclosure.) 
  
Dennis has dedicated his life to serving our USA, the State of Florida, the Central Florida Area 
Community; is a fervent and relentless advocate for veterans, civil rights and the advancement of ALL to 
include American Hispanics.   
  
During his distinguished Army career, he served in multivariate command and staff positions at the 
company, battalion, brigade, division and major command levels; served in the Infantry, Special Forces, 
Airborne and other Units. In these positions, he contributed immeasurably to unit combat readiness, 
leadership development and successful humanitarian missions.  As an executive officer and acting 
commander of Readiness Group Puerto Rico, he played a direct role in the effective implementation of 
the Total Army policy.   
  
During his voluntary recall to active duty (2008-2010), Dennis continued his record of distinguished 

ier- -
terrorism), humanitarian operations and disaster relief working closely with the U.S. ambassadors and 
officials of about 32 partner nations in South/ Central America and the Caribbean.  In recognition of his 
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military knowledge, language skills and cultural awareness, he was selected to lead a U.S. Army South 
delegation to a 17 nation Conference of American Armies Peace Keeping Operations training conference 
and was entrusted to sign the accord for the U.S.   Plus, Dennis commanded a US South Army PACCE 
on Humanitarian Assistance Missions (Medically-treated some 10,000 People; Engineer-renovated six 

 
  
As an Army retiree, Dennis Freytes (Community Servant Leader) exemplifies the Army retiree motto of 

   
  
At the nationa -elect George W. 

  In his capacity as the Regional Vice President of the 
National Association of Uniformed Services, he has been an indispensable conduit for communicating 
the issues of Florida veterans to the national level, translating them into legislative initiatives and 
enlisting the support of members of Congress.   
  
At the state level, Dennis has been a tireless advocate for the veterans of the Greater Orlando Area and 
the State of Florida.  A member of Governor-
he traveled across the state listening to veterans and visiting organizations/agencies supporting veterans 
to identify gaps in the delivery of services to veterans.  As the report writer and Briefer of the advisory 
committee, he had a direct impact on the shaping of veter
into policy recommendations and briefing them to Governor-elect Bush and senior officials of his 
incoming administration.  All recommendations were implemented that resulted in the construction of 4 
Veterans State Nursing Homes, more VA Commentary Space, and other hard earned benefits for 
Veterans. 
  
At the local level, Dennis has been ubiquitous in focusing attention on veterans, advancing their interests 
and promoting community wide appreciation for their service to our country.  His dedicated efforts in 
soliciting the support of local officials and members of Congress were instrumental in favorably 

---the relocation of 
the 
Medical Center in Orlando.  Lastly, as an advocate for civil rights and the advancement of Hispanic-
Americans, he has been a passionate trail blazer.   
  
Of particular note was his successful advocacy for congressional approval of the awarding of the 

th Infantry Regiment who served (since 
1899) during WW-I, WW-II, and the Korean War whose contributions were overlooked due to the 
prejudice that existed at the time.   But, now The Borinqueneers were recognized by our US President, 
US Speaker, US Senate Majority and Minority Leaders; others.    
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Dennis Freytes is a recognized and highly respected community leader whose deep involvement in the 

civic life of the Greater Orlando Area is legion.  His unparalleled civic involvement ranges from 

grassroots community associations, to numerous non-profit organizations to governmental appointed city 

and county boards, to a presidential appointed as an observer on the U.S. Mexico Elections Delegation to 

a champion for civil rights, and Trustee of Valencia College.     

In sum, Dennis Freytes has selflessly dedicated his life to serving our country, the State of Florida, the 

Central Florida Region, a champion of veterans and a trail blazer for Hispanic-Americans; with great 

distinction, works for the good of all: Family, Community, Florida, USA, and Humanity.  Dennis is a 

Patriot of True Grit who epitomizes the credo of “Duty, Honor and Country.”     

 

Truly yours,  

 

  

Felix E Ocasio Belen, BG (Ret), USA  
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 TO:  Florida Governor Rick Scott 


        Florida Cabinet 


CC: Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame Nominating Committee (ATTN: John Rudy- FVHOF Program 


        Manager- FVHOF@FDVA.State.FL.US; COL Curt Ebitz: curt247@tampabay.rr.com) 


RE: Letter of Endorsement-Dennis Freytes (Nominee)-FL Veterans Hall of Fame 


It is my honor to endorse the Nomination of Dennis O. Freytes (Nominee) for induction in the FL 


Veterans’ Hall of Fame based on his distinguished service to his Community, Florida, USA, and 


Humanity. (Please, see enclosure.) 


  


Dennis has dedicated his life to serving our USA, the State of Florida, the Central Florida Area 


Community; is a fervent and relentless advocate for veterans, civil rights and the advancement of ALL to 


include American Hispanics.   


  


During his distinguished Army career, he served in multivariate command and staff positions at the 


company, battalion, brigade, division and major command levels; served in the Infantry, Special Forces, 


Airborne and other Units. In these positions, he contributed immeasurably to unit combat readiness, 


leadership development and successful humanitarian missions.  As an executive officer and acting 


commander of Readiness Group Puerto Rico, he played a direct role in the effective implementation of 


the Total Army policy.   


  


During his voluntary recall to active duty (2008-2010), Dennis continued his record of distinguished 


service as a “soldier-diplomat” in the planning and coordination of security assistance missions (counter-


terrorism), humanitarian operations and disaster relief working closely with the U.S. ambassadors and 


officials of about 32 partner nations in South/ Central America and the Caribbean.  In recognition of his 
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military knowledge, language skills and cultural awareness, he was selected to lead a U.S. Army South 


delegation to a 17 nation Conference of American Armies Peace Keeping Operations training conference 


and was entrusted to sign the accord for the U.S.   Plus, Dennis commanded a US South Army PACCE 


on Humanitarian Assistance Missions (Medically-treated some 10,000 People; Engineer-renovated six 


Schools and two Orphanages…) 


  


As an Army retiree, Dennis Freytes (Community Servant Leader) exemplifies the Army retiree motto of 


“Retired, Still Serving” as demonstrated by his deep commitment to helping veterans through his selfless 


participation in veterans’ affairs at the national, state and local levels.   


  


At the national level, Dennis’ insightful recommendations as a member of President-elect George W. 


Bush’s Veterans Advisory Transition Committee played an influential role in sharpening the focus on 


veterans’ issues and influencing veteran’s policies.  In his capacity as the Regional Vice President of the 


National Association of Uniformed Services, he has been an indispensable conduit for communicating 


the issues of Florida veterans to the national level, translating them into legislative initiatives and 


enlisting the support of members of Congress.   


  


At the state level, Dennis has been a tireless advocate for the veterans of the Greater Orlando Area and 


the State of Florida.  A member of Governor-elect Jeb Bush’s Veterans Advisory Transition Committee, 


he traveled across the state listening to veterans and visiting organizations/agencies supporting veterans 


to identify gaps in the delivery of services to veterans.  As the report writer and Briefer of the advisory 


committee, he had a direct impact on the shaping of veteran’s policies by articulating identified issues 


into policy recommendations and briefing them to Governor-elect Bush and senior officials of his 


incoming administration.  All recommendations were implemented that resulted in the construction of 4 


Veterans State Nursing Homes, more VA Commentary Space, and other hard earned benefits for 


Veterans. 


  


At the local level, Dennis has been ubiquitous in focusing attention on veterans, advancing their interests 


and promoting community wide appreciation for their service to our country.  His dedicated efforts in 


soliciting the support of local officials and members of Congress were instrumental in favorably 


resolving key two veterans’ issues that had a direct impact on their health and welfare---the relocation of 


the Naval Training Center Base Exchange and the location and construction of the VA’s Regional 


Medical Center in Orlando.  Lastly, as an advocate for civil rights and the advancement of Hispanic-


Americans, he has been a passionate trail blazer.   


  


Of particular note was his successful advocacy for congressional approval of the awarding of the 


Congressional Gold Medal to members of the U.S. Army’s 65th Infantry Regiment who served (since 


1899) during WW-I, WW-II, and the Korean War whose contributions were overlooked due to the 


prejudice that existed at the time.   But, now The Borinqueneers were recognized by our US President, 


US Speaker, US Senate Majority and Minority Leaders; others.    
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Dennis Freytes is a recognized and highly respected community leader whose deep involvement in the 


civic life of the Greater Orlando Area is legion.  His unparalleled civic involvement ranges from 


grassroots community associations, to numerous non-profit organizations to governmental appointed city 


and county boards, to a presidential appointed as an observer on the U.S. Mexico Elections Delegation to 


a champion for civil rights, and Trustee of Valencia College.     


In sum, Dennis Freytes has selflessly dedicated his life to serving our country, the State of Florida, the 


Central Florida Region, a champion of veterans and a trail blazer for Hispanic-Americans; with great 


distinction, works for the good of all: Family, Community, Florida, USA, and Humanity.  Dennis is a 


Patriot of True Grit who epitomizes the credo of “Duty, Honor and Country.”     


 


Truly yours,  


 


  


Felix E Ocasio Belen, BG (Ret), USA  


 







