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Don Slesnick
MANAGING PARTNER, LAW OFFICES OF SLESNICK & CASEY tLP

Don Slesnick has been in private
practice as a labor and employment
lawyer since 1976, representing pub-

lic sector employee

organizations.

He served as Mayor of Coral Cables

for 10 years, from 2001 to 201 1, and
was President of the Florida League

of Mayors for 2009-2010.

For the

past six years he has been the Honorary Consul of Australia for Florida.

A Vietnam veteran and former

U.S.

Army advisor to NATO forces in Cermany, Slesnick is an 'Ambassador"
for the Chief of the Army Reserve.

"THIS IS SOMETHING
I NEVER EXPECTED....
I

AM NOT A MEDAL

OF HONOR WINNER
OR A PURPLE HEART

WINNER.''

52

LATEST ACHIEVEMENT

WHAT HE SAYS

In November, Slesnick

was inducted into
the State of Florida's Veterans Hall of Fame.
He is just one of 100 veterans to have been
inducted into the Hall, out of the estimated

"To be recognized is a great honor. I am
humbled. Obviousl¡ this is a state where

1.5 million veterans living in the state. He is

Vietnam in7977.He served as a military
advisor to the civilian police in Danang,
helping set up police academies to train
officers. "I also worked with the judges of
Danang, since I was a law grad,"he said.
"But I never got a purple heart or the Medal
of Honor."fhe worst trouble he got into
in Vietnam was when he appeared on the
CBS News with Walter Cronkite, telling a
reporter that "we are trying to buy our way
out of Vietnam."

the only veteran from Miami-Dade County
among last year's class of 20 inductees, one
of the largest. The award is given to veterans
not only to honor their service, but also
for the contributions made to their state
after leaving the military. In the photo here,
Slesnick is about to jump with the Golden
Knights of the Army at Homestead Airforce
Base, which he fought to preserve.

there are a lot ofpeople deserving ofthis
recognition," said Slesnicþ who went to

coralgablesmagazine. com

